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A NEW SPECIES OF rTEROSTVLlS FROM PORTLAND 
By the Rkv. H, M. R. Rupp, Northbridj^e. N.S*W. 

P. n.sp. 

Pfanta parva^ yracUisqw,, circiUr 9 cm alia, ennt foliis hasalibits J-6, 
pdiolatis, orbictilaribtis vet ovatis, dreiter 25-20 mm longis. CatiHs bracicar 
lafae, 2, superior florem snbtcndcns sed distenis^ Flos soiitarius, viridL^, tw 
m'rtWum aiiquanto robust urn. Scpalum dorsale circttcr 15 mm longum, 
^rectum per I longiUuims, turn flexum ad apkem acutum et paullulo 
decurmm, Scptita latcralia erccta, ad pctalorum bases adnata, et connata 
per 5 mm. turn diverf/entia et filifonnia, super gatcam extetuicntia, porro 

furvata: sinus ad juneftonem 

angtistissimus. Pc tala non ad 
sepatum dorsale adnata^ laiissima. 
circttcr 12 mm longOt dimidium 
interius inftexuin. Labelhim fere 
lanceolaium, sed cum a pice trm* 
rato inter nigas duos, circttcr 
JI mm longum, S mm latum, 
floris mteriorem re Ians: lamina 
fongitudvtalis alba cum nenfo 
medio viridi: appendix fere obso- 
fettis, a base 2 mm, Columna 7 
wm longa, fere directa: alarum 
fobi superiores tereii, glanduhsi, 
lohi inferiores aliguanto diver- 
genies, 2 mm hngi, infratn cum 
uuirginibus bretriter cilia tis. 
Stigma oz/atnm, magnum, Inlius 
guam rolumna. 

A diminutive, slender plant 
a]>parently seldom exceeding 9 cm 
in height, with a !)asal cluster of 
.1-6 stoutly petiolate leaves, orbi¬ 
cular to ovate, up-to 15 mm long 
including the petioles. Stem-bracts 
2, leafy, the upper one subtending 
the flower but distant from it. 
Flower solitary on a relatively 
robust ovary, green. Dorsal .set>al 
about 15 nun long, erect for K 
of its length, then l>ent forward to 
form a galea with an acute and 
slightly decurved point Lateral 
sepals erect, adnate to the base of 
the petals for 3 mm, and connate 
with each other for 5 mm, the 
sinus at their junction extremely 
narrow; their basal halves broad, 
then suddenly contracting tu flli- 



KEY TO PLATE. 
Ptcrostylis cclaiis, n.sp. 

1 . Labellum, upper surface. 2. Column, 
side view. 3. CoUimn. front view. 
4. A petal. 5. Lal)clhim from the side, 
to show appendage, ap. appendage, 
s. .stigma, 


form caudae extending above the galea and curved or hooked forward. 
Petals in all my specimens entirely free from the dorsal sepal for their 
whole length, about 12 mm loiag, nearly 4 mm wide at their broadest part, 
with a conspicuous median longitudinal nerve, on the inner side of which 
the petals are in flexed. Labellum almost lanceolate, but with a truncated 
apex between two minute marginal folds, about 11 mm long and 3 mm 
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wide III ihi: broadest pari: wUb ihc ioUtriied |>etals completely ronccolff'Ct 
lh6 hft>erii?r of fiower\ lh«i and luembranous. LoH^iludiual labtOlar 
wliitc on l)nth Rides with a green median nerve: appendage ahiiuit 
obsolete, unbraiichcd, al>out 3 rum above thfi base of the labclium. Columti 
7 nun lotig^ nearly straight, ui^pcr wing-lobts terete, glandular-trariRparcnt. 
iteai the Ups, flic lovvei lobes broad, scarcely* meeting in front, shortly 
cjlintc o»\ the lowci trar/tius only. Stig^ma large and comsiucuous, ovate, 
-wider tl*»an ilw: column. 

Portland, Victoria, ID 1943 and 10.1944^ G. Bermctt ftivl Airs K AlcHblnm. 

’ Specinuiiis of this cunous little Greenhood* orchid, discovered by 
G. Bcnmtt in 1943, vrcrc •ifiit to me by Mrs. Alellblont Tls most obvious 
afhuily if* with P fwt<« jR.Br, o( which I was at first inclined to think rt 
teraiolojjical form; Ibis was also llie opituoii at the tirno’ul Mr W. H. 
Ktcholls But fuiihcr cyamination, and the fact that 15 specimens’Were 
foiiuci, all nffreemg prccisriy m the peculiar character of the flower, 
cutiviriced me that it Could not be included-in P. lUiiui-. 

1 am now glad drat circimistances pi^veiilcd its publicauoii a.s a new 
species in 1943, because specimens of the 1944 season hovo been received 
from Airs. McUblom, and they arc. identical in all rrspertR with those of 
the previous year, thus endorsing tlie right of the plant, in rny ojimion. 
to specific rank. The area ujion which plants were diiCoveied is uiitor- 
tnnalrly now T»eiog cleared for agricultural purpofjes, but Afr BeimH.t 
has transplanted as many as possible to safer ground 
The outstanding peculiarity of the flower is provided by its remarkable 
-jnembranous laJbellum, which might almost be described as pelaloitl It dues 
not appear to he ffritable, and the appeiidagc so Characlerisiic uJ si/ocie$ 
H>f at the base of the labellum is ah^msl obsolete, being reprr- 

-jented by a single short “haii'"’ of about 3 mm iibovc the base. In 
P. iwm the labcllum is very much shorter than the column; it is thick and 
firm in texture, and has a branched appcndaige at the bast*. In the new 
st>ecies the labelluni \s ai least 4 nun longer ibao tltc column. The 
petal 9 rilso arc remarkable In all my spcrimtmR -thny arc coniplelely 
free the dorsal sepal lor their wfiole Icnglh. Thej* are very broMd) 

witli a proininenl .mcdi.in nerve, on the inner or antcrioi side ni which 
the pc’^al »s inflexcfi These inilexcd halves nf the petals, together with 
the long, wide, membranous labellum.’comp/etely co‘nC<5a) tlie whole inTcnur 
of the finwer. thus suggesting the name P. cehiis, 

I confess ihdt 1 cannot even hazard a guess at the purpose of Ihts 
cuiiccolmcnt. In every flower I examrned. Dolleii was freely scattered 6ii 
the Btigina, pr<'jvinK that ‘^mne pollinalip^: agent had been at work. I do 
not think it poSytiblc for a PtcrOiftylis flower to be self-fcrtiliring 
NVbat Is die agent in this case, iind how ibies it go aliout it.i job? 
Here is ^ fine field for nhsiervation by our Porlland ft’knds, who ^re k* he 
•cnagratuiated on the discovery of such an iiderestiog Species 


SCAVENGING BIRDS NEEDED 

Corporal R. D. Kent writes from Nciv Gwiiea: "There i$ a very notice* 
able lack oi >ea-birds -and in consequenop: the beaches here are very illfty 

:5iiid *bigh,*"^ 


Mr. n. J, Maliony, who reiited recently from the posiuon M Dirtrtor td 
the National Museum, Mclbburnc, died on Sciitcmbcr 27, An obiiutity 
iiDiice will appear later. 



